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which commenced in Sindiah's own possessions had not made him direct his leaders to withdraw from all interference with the affairs of Bhopal (28). These orders were immediately obeyed; but Balaram carried with him the Dewan, Mooreed Mahomed Khan, as fer as Seronj. He now accused that chief of being the author of all his disappointments, and of being concerned in the resistance which had been made to his occupation of the fort of Islamnuggur. The other, in vain, denied the charge, and stated how irreconcilable such conduct was with his own interests ; his notorious reputation as a deceiver, was brought forward by the Mahrattah leader in answer to all he could urge in his defence. He was threatened with torture, unless he immediately gave up the treasures he was known to possess, and his fears and confinement brought on a violent illness; but even this was treated as a trick, and when he died, Balaram refused for two days to allow his body to be buried, declaring his conviction that he had counterfeited death to effect his escape; nor was it till putrefaction had commenced, that the Mahrattah chief would resign his prey, and believe that for once, Mooreed Mahomed Khan did not practise deceit! The name of this man is doomed to execration by his tribe,
(28)   The contest   between Sindiah and the widqws of his uncle and predecessor, commenced at this period.